
 

more 

 
 

 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 

3600 Workman Mill Road / Whittier, CA 90601 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE     CONTACT: Ruthie Retana 
RELEASE DATE: JAN. 23, 2015      (562) 463-3145 
          
 

Rio Hondo College Police Academy Celebrates the  
Graduation of Class 200 at San Gabriel Mission Playhouse 

SAN GABRIEL – Rio Hondo College leaders and public safety officials from across Los 
Angeles on Thursday praised the 19 graduates of Rio Hondo College’s Police Academy 
Class 200 for their determination and commitment in completing one of the state’s most 
rigorous training programs. 

More than 400 guests and family members filled the San Gabriel Mission Playhouse for 
a morning graduation ceremony that included performances by the Los Angeles County 
Police Chiefs’ Association Multi-Agency Honor Guard and Los Angeles Police Emerald 
Society Pipes and Drum Corp, and a keynote address by Gardena Police Chief Ed 
Medrano, former president of the Los Angeles County Police Chiefs’ Association. 

The cadets completed more than 1,000 hours of training over 26 weeks in 43 areas, 
including firearm use and physical fitness in a program that carries the motto “Only the 
Strong Survive” and which is similar in some respects to a military boot camp. 

Students were trained in constitutional law, criminal law, aggressive control techniques 
and use of non-lethal force as well as how to handle domestic violence, mental health 
and human trafficking situations. Forty-six students began the program; 19 completed it. 

“Each and every member of Class 200 has endured six months of intensive training,” 
said Rio Hondo Police Academy Director Walter Allen III. “A typical journey: they started 
out with 46; there’s only 19. Occasionally slipping and falling, none of them gave in and 
none of them gave up.” 

Rio Hondo College Superintendent/President Teresa Dreyfuss said the cadets join the 
ranks of hundreds of police officers successfully prepared by the academy since 1964. 

“I’m proud, very proud of each and every one of you,” Dreyfuss said. “Congratulations to 
Rio Hondo Police Academy Class 200.” 



 
Rio Hondo College, located in Whittier, California, is committed to the success of its diverse students and communities by 
providing dynamic educational opportunities and resources that lead to associate degrees, certificates, transfer, career and 
technical pathways, basic skills proficiency, and lifelong learning. For information on the College or its programs, please call 

562-692-0921 or visit www.riohondo.edu. 

Medrano praised the College for its partnership with the Los Angeles County Police 
Chiefs’ Association in ensuring the rigor of the academy’s training program. He said 
police departments today require more from officers than ever before. 

“You’re not only going to face the role of being a crime fighter, you will face the role of 
being a guardian, a protector, a social worker, a friend, a leader in your communities,” 
Medrano said. 

He told the cadets to follow their values. 

“Do right. Do your best. And treat people with dignity and respect. If you do that, then 
you will be successful in your careers and, I believe, successful in your life,” he said. 

Class President Eric Reyes-Quintanar spoke about values learned during the program. 

“We learned what the meaning of ‘Only the Strong Survive” is. But more importantly, 
though, we learned how to become a family. We started this journey as strangers and 
we leave today as family,” he said. 

Dreyfuss handed the cadets their certificates, including Reyes-Quintanar. The class 
president’s eyes filled with tears during the emotion-filled exchange. 

“It was a very touching moment,” Dreyfuss said. “It brought home just what a significant 
accomplishment it is to graduate from this program.” 

PHOTO CAPTIONS: 

RHC Police Academy Graduation 1-22-15: The 19 cadets of Rio Hondo Police 
Academy Class 200 stand at attention during their graduation ceremony on Jan. 22, 
2015 at the San Gabriel Mission Playhouse. 

RHC Police Academy Graduation 1-22-15 Class President: Rio Hondo 
Superintendent/President Teresa Dreyfuss awards Eric Reyes-Quintanar with his 
certificate in an emotional, tear-filled exchange during the Rio Hondo Police Academy 
graduation ceremony on Jan. 22, 2015 at the San Gabriel Mission Playhouse. Reyes-
Quintanar, president of Class 200, has been hired by California State University Los 
Angeles and is wearing his department uniform.  
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