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Rio Hondo College Hosts Advance Screening of ‘Bordertown’ 
New TV Series Crafted by Cartoonist Lalo Alcaraz and Seth McFarlane 

WHITTIER – Celebrated syndicated cartoonist Lalo Alcaraz will present a talk and advance 
screening of his new animated TV series, “Bordertown,” at 10 a.m. Thursday, Oct. 15 as Rio 
Hondo College continues its first-ever Fall Lecture Series.  

Alcaraz, author of the nationally syndicated “La Cucaracha” comic strip and a well-known satirist 
on immigration issues, is a consulting producer and writer for the series, which is executive 
produced by “Family Guy” creator Seth MacFarlane. 

The series follows the lives of two neighbors – an immigrant and a border patrol agent – living 
along the U.S.-Mexico border in the fictitious state of Mexifornia. It will air on Fox starting in 
January 2016. 

In addition to the screening, Alcaraz will provide commentary about the program before what is 
expected to be a full house at the College’s Wray Theater, 3600 Workman Hill Road, Whittier. 

The presentation is the second of three in the College’s first Fall Lecture Series, a multi-
disciplinary effort that features writers, artists and activists known nationally for their talent and 
focus on human rights. 

The series launched Sept. 23 with renowned sculptor Mario Chiodo, whose works have been 
praised for their focus on social issues and display of deep human character and emotion. It 
concludes Thursday, Nov. 5 with LGBT rights scholar and activist Dr. Ronnie Sanlo. 

“We wanted to provide authentic learning opportunities for our students that would inspire 
their social consciousness while providing a real-world perspective to the topics they are 
studying in their courses,” said Dr. Robert Holcomb, Ph.D., Rio Hondo’s Dean of Communications 
& Languages. 

MORE 



 
Rio Hondo College, located in Whittier, California, is committed to the success of its diverse students and communities by 
providing dynamic educational opportunities and resources that lead to associate degrees, certificates, transfer, career and 
technical pathways, basic skills proficiency, and lifelong learning. For information on the College or its programs, please call 

562-692-0921 or visit www.riohondo.edu. 

The lecture series was Holcomb’s inspiration, tying together programs from his Division with 
thematically similar events planned by colleagues at the Division of Arts and Cultural Programs 
and the Office of Student Life and Leadership. 

Each speaker is known not only for possessing a unique voice, but for using his or her talents to 
promote social justice – a concept integrally linked with Rio Hondo College’s dedication to 
providing access to higher-education opportunities for all members of its community, especially 
those that are under-represented. 

Sanlo, for example, will screen the 2014 documentary, “Letter to Anita,” which relates the 
impact of her decision to come out as a lesbian during Anita Bryant’s anti-gay campaign in the 
1970s. Sanlo will comment on the documentary and join a post-screening discussion. Director 
Andrea Meyerson will also attend. 

“Talks by figures such as Mr. Chiodo, Mr. Alcaraz and Dr. Sanlo enrich our learning environment 
and generate a meaningful dialogue among our campus community,” said Rio Hondo College 
Superintendent/President Teresa Dreyfuss. “Their focus on social justice will help deepen and 
underscore the learning that goes on our Rio Hondo College classrooms.” 

Board of Trustees President Madeline Shapiro said the speakers selected represent more than a 
cross-section of the Southern California arts community. 

“These individuals are all highly relevant to our student body – their work has a well-observed 
impact in our communities. Speakers of this stature send a message of high expectations and 
cultural relevance to our students,” Shapiro said. 
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