
 

     

 

News Release 

 

In a culture of high expectations and academic rigor and an environment of support, understanding, and emotional safety, all Baldwin Park Unified 

School District students will graduate with a valued and highly respected diploma, prepared with the relevant skills, knowledge, and personal attributes 

necessary for success in a university or other institution of higher education and/or any post-secondary options of their choice. 

 

405 Students Graduate at Sierra 

Vista High School Ceremony 

BALDWIN PARK – Sierra Vista High School celebrated the commencement of 405 
graduating seniors from the Class of 2016 on June 2, including students who will pursue the 
next stage of their college and career journeys at notable colleges and universities.  

The school’s football stadium was painted red by graduation gowns as the students received 
diplomas and heard encouraging remarks from valedictorian Luz Mercado, salutatorian 
Raymond Phan and Principal Christine L. Simmons. Mercado, a recipient of the 
distinguished Gates Millennium Scholarship, will study human biology at Stanford University. 
Phan will attend UCLA, where he plans to major in physics and computer science.  

Students received scholarships from the Baldwin Park Education Association, Baldwin Park 
Organization of Supervisors and Administrators, Baldwin Park Sister Cities Association and 
the Baldwin Park Women’s Club. They also received scholarships and awards from college, 
regional and national groups, including the California Teachers Association Scholarship, and  
the David and Martha Bilingual Student Scholarship. 

Students will continue their studies at public and private colleges and universities, including 
Stanford, nearly every UC campus, USC, University of San Francisco, Whittier College, Mt. 
St. Mary’s University, the AMDA College and Conservatory of the Performing Arts, Cal Poly 
Pomona, Cal State Fullerton and Cal State Los Angeles. 

“Each year, students impress us with their accomplishments,” Superintendent Froilan N. 
Mendoza said. “This year is no exception. We wish our students success in all their future 
endeavors as they transition into a new stage of their lives.”  

PHOTOS:  
 
SVHS COMMENCE_1: Members of the Sierra Vista High School Class of 2016 process into their 
commencement ceremony on Thursday, June 2, 2016 at the school. 
 
SVHS COMMENCE_2: A Sierra Vista High School graduate flashes double victory signs after 
receiving her diploma at the school’s commencement ceremony on Thursday, June 2, 2016. 
 
  More photos are available at California School News. 
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