
 

 Bellflower Unified School District provides a pathway for all students to attain the expertise and develop skills of academic excellence that will empower them to become lifelong active 
learners, demonstrate respect for themselves and others in a dynamic, diverse and global society, become responsible, informed, productive, independent and contributing citizens, and 
perform successfully in their chosen field and in society. 

 

 

 

 

Bellflower Unified Ceremony to Recognize 

Kindergarteners for Burgeoning Biliteracy 

 

LAKEWOOD – Nearly 50 kindergarten students in Bellflower Unified's dual-language immersion program 
will receive certificates recognizing their progress toward literacy in Spanish and English during a special 
ceremony with their families at 6 p.m. Monday, June 6 at the Intensive Learning Center, 4718 Michelson 
St., Lakewood. 

The Pathway to Biliteracy Awards were created this year to encourage students to pursue the California 
Seal of Biliteracy, which is added to the diplomas of graduating seniors who demonstrate proficiency in 
English and a second language. 

"Skill with a second language provides a host of educational benefits to students, including stronger 
performance on state tests," Superintendent Dr. Brian Jacobs said. "But these skills also go well beyond 
the academic – they foster understanding of different cultures, help students succeed in our community 
and give them an advantage in their future careers in our evolving, global economy." 

In 2012, California became the first state in the nation to award a state Seal of Biliteracy to graduating 
seniors who demonstrated proficiency in English and a second language. Today, 13 states offer the seal. 
This spring, 76 Bellflower Unified seniors will be recognized with the seal on their diplomas.  

To receive the pathway prize, the program's 48 kindergarteners will need to show they can count, respond 
to literature and perform other academic tasks in English and Spanish. Those who succeed will receive a 
ribbon and a certificate. 

Along with the Path to Biliteracy awards program, Bellflower Unified is announcing the addition of its first 
dual-immersion preschool program. The program will begin in fall 2016-17 and provide instruction to 
students in both English and Spanish.  
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Bellflower launched its elementary-level dual-immersion program with kindergarteners at the Intensive 
Learning Center in 2013-14. It added first grade in 2014-15 and second grade in 2015-16. The program 
will continue to grow by a grade level annually. 

In addition to its dual-immersion programs, Bellflower Unified offers world language programs for middle 
school and high school students in Spanish, French and Mandarin. 

For further information regarding Bellflower's language learning programs, including preschool dual 
immersion, contact Assistant Superintendent of Educational Services Stacey Larson-Everson at 562-866-
9011. 
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