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La Serna Student Earns Recognition for Tireless Work 
Ethic and Selfless Acts as Biggest Fans Cheer On 

 
WHITTIER – As the son of immigrants who came to the United States in pursuit of the American Dream, 
Christian Israelian never had to look far for inspiration and strength and learned early on the virtues of 
hard work and giving back to their community. 
 
The La Serna High School senior has worked hard at developing skills that define a great leader with the 
support of his teachers and peers who have witnessed his tireless work ethic and eagerness to nurture 
the talents of those around him. 
 
For his selflessness and motivation to positively impact the school community, Israelian was recognized 
with an Award of Merit by the Whittier Union High School District Board of Trustees on Sept. 13. 
 
“Whittier Union attracts the best teachers I’ve ever come across,” said Israelian, who was cheered on by 
nearly two dozen La Serna student leaders who held signs of support and waved hand fans bearing his 
face. “Every day, I have the support of my peers. It’s a beautiful relationship that we all have at La 
Serna.” 
 
Israelian’s sister, Elizabeth, was similarly recognized by the WUHSD Board of Trustees in 2016. Israelian, 
who has been named the school’s Student of the Year, has followed in his big sister’s footsteps with a 
dizzying schedule of coursework and civic responsibility. 
 
Commanding a 4.5 GPA, Israelian has completed 40 semesters of honors and Advanced Placement 
coursework. He is poised to graduate with 300 credits under his belt, well beyond the 220 required to 
earn a high school diploma. While he contemplates at which university he will study public policy, 
Israelian remains focused on leaving his mark on La Serna High School. 
 
Israelian, a member of Associated Student Body, serves as president of a number of campus clubs, 
including the National Honor Society, the California Scholarship Federation and the Model United 
Nations, of which he is cofounder. He is also an accomplished musician, playing for both the La Serna 
band and drum line and the Whittier Area Youth Orchestra, serving as president this year.  
 
In addition to mentoring La Serna students as a Link Crew leader, Academic Mentor and Summer Bridge 
Mentor, Israelian works as a private math and reading tutor, co-owns a comic book business and spent 
his summer holiday interning for Assembly Majority Floor Leader Ian Calderon.  
 



 

“To say he is well-prepared for his next steps in life is an understatement,” Principal Ann Fitzgerald said. 
“Christian has a huge heart to help people who maybe don’t have enough themselves,” Principal Ann 
Fitzgerald said. “Christian, I want to thank you for taking an active role in your education, our school, 
and our community. Congratulations to you and your proud parents on your accomplishments.” 
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092217_WUHSD_CISRAELIAN1:  Accompanied by La Serna High School Principal Ann Fitzgerald, senior 
Christian Israelian, center, receives an Award of Merit from the Whittier Union District Board of Trustees 
on Sept. 13. Pictured are Board of Trustees Member Leighton Anderson, Board Clerk Russell Castañeda-
Calleros, Member Jeff Baird, Vice President Dr. Ralph S. Pacheco and President Tim Schneider. 
 
092217_WUHSD_CISRAELIAN2: La Serna High senior Christian Israelian, who was recognized with an 
Award of Merit, is accompanied by nearly two dozen La Serna student leaders, who brought signs and 
waved hand fans bearing his face. Israelian serves as a mentor to La Serna students, is president of 
several academic clubs and co-owns a comic book shop with his father. 
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The Whittier Union High School District provides all students with an engaging, quality standards-based 
instructional program delivered by a well-trained staff resulting in improved student achievement.  Whittier Union 

High School District works to achieve and maintain excellence in providing a comprehensive education for all 
students. 

 
 


