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El Monte City School District Science 

Olympiad Wins Big at Regional 

Tournament 
EL MONTE – Gidley School’s Science Olympiad team won a whopping seven medals and placed 

sixth overall at the 2020 Los Angeles Regional Tournament, exemplifying the scientific acumen to 

earn a spot at the Science Olympiad State Tournament in April. 

The Science Olympiad team earned awards by completing tasks such as investigating viral 

outbreaks, using math to measure density levels and answering questions about genetics. 

“I feel proud to have made a contribution to my team and helped us get to the state tournament,” 

eighth-grader Donny Zhu said. “To prepare for the state competition, I’m going to study as much as 

possible. It’s going to be an uphill battle, but an exciting one.” 

Math teacher and Science Olympiad adviser Peter Lam said the team is preparing for its next 

tournament by brushing up on biology, Earth science, chemistry, physics, computer and technology.  

“I was speechless at first then I couldn’t stop yelling, ‘We did it – we’re going to state!’” Lam said. 

Seventh-grader Charlene Chow said she will use the 7 Habits of Highly Effective people, which are 

the driving force behind the District’s Leader in Me Program, to guide her confidence and leadership 

abilities during the state tournament. 

The team also will work with Rosemead High School students for advanced science lessons and 

assistance on what to expect at the state tournament. 

Gidley’s team will compete against other regional winners at the Science Olympiad State 

Tournament on Saturday, April 4 at the California Institute of Technology (Caltech). 

“Congratulations to our Science Olympiad team members for their amazing work and all the awards 

they’ve achieved,” Superintendent Dr. Maribel Garcia said. “We are proud that our team will compete 

at the next tournament and showcase its excellent science skills on a statewide level.”  
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2020 Science Olympiad Los Angeles Regional Tournament Awards 

• Experimental Design – 2nd place (Diamond Van, Ryan Lee, and Sofia Hernandez) 

• Disease Detectives – 5th place (Diamond Van and Tracy Chow) 

• Machines – 5th place (Matthew Lam and Tracy Chow) 

• Density Lab – 6th place (Ying Ying Lin and Matthew Lam) 

• Heredity – 6th place (Dylan Tran and Ryan Lee) 

• Meteorology – 6th place (Sofia Hernandez and Donny Zhu) 

• Water Quality – 6th place (Tracy Chow and Ryan Lee) 

PHOTO CAPTION: 
 

EMCSD_OLYMPIAD1: Gidley School’s Science Olympiad team members and advisers celebrate 
after winning seven awards and placing sixth overall at the 2020 Science Olympiad Los Angeles 
Regional Tournament. The team earned the right to compete at the Science Olympiad State 
Tournament at the California Institute of Technology on Saturday, April 4. 
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