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Buena Park School District Showcase
Scholastic Skills at Academic Pentathlon

BUENA PARK, CA — Gordon H. Beatty Middle School students made a splash at the Orange
County Academic Pentathlon, winning nearly 50 awards during a multi-subject competition and
Super Quiz that challenged this year’s contestants on the topic of water.

The team of 14 seventh- and eighth-graders competed against 40 other schools in Orange
County to take home 48 medals at the competition, with eighth-graders taking home first place
in their division overall and seventh-graders earning fifth place.

On March 12, each member of Beatty Middle School’s Academic Pentathlon team answered
approximately 220 multiple-choice questions in literature, mathematics, fine arts, science and
social science that revolved around the curricular theme “Water: A Most Essential Resource.”

“Pentathlon allowed me to learn about water and make friends doing so,” seventh-grader
Jonathan L. said. “I learned that the simplest things can expand into vast worlds of knowledge.”

The Pentathlon concluded on March 19 with a “Super Quiz” relay at University High School in
Irvine, where parents and staff cheered students on as they answered questions in rapid
succession. Beatty Middle School seventh-graders took home the fifth-place trophy, while
eighth-graders placed first.

“The Academic Pentathlon is a lot of work and | am very proud of my students,” said Kirsten
Kim, Academic Pentathlon coach and sixth grade teacher at Beatty Middle School. “It’s a lot of
studying in addition to all of their classes, and they’ve worked hard this year.”

Beatty Middle School’s team worked vigorously during the 2021-22 school year, meeting after
school to study topics such as marine biology, scientific attributes of water and even art created
with water.

“The Academic Pentathlon is a great opportunity for our students to work together,”
Superintendent Dr. Ramon Miramontes said. “By participating in this competition, our students
have gained a wealth of knowledge that will lead to their success in college and beyond.”
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PHOTO CAPTIONS:

PENTATHLON_1: The Academic Pentathlon team at Gordon H. Beatty Middle School answers
guestions in rapid succession at the Super Quiz relay race on March 19.

PENTATHLON_2: On March 12, Gordon H. Beatty Middle School’'s Academic Pentathlon team
tested in five subject areas and complete approximately 220 multiple-choice questions, winning
them a total of 48 medals.
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