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Celebrity Guests Bring Gifts and Holiday 
Cheer to Lynwood Unified Elementary 

Students  
 

Lynwood – More than 75 Abbott Elementary School first-graders took slapshots with hockey sticks, performed reading 
exercises with celebrity guests and received bags of gifts from Santa Claus during the annual Delta Airlines Holiday Event 
on December 10. 
 
The special event was put on by P.S. Arts, which provides students with arts education through programs and community 
events. Abbott students were joined for the day of fun activities by Delta partners, including Los Angeles Laker Girls, the 
Los Angeles Kings Ice Crew and members of the local fire department. 
 
“An event like this brings an immense amount of holiday joy to our students and sends a jolt of enthusiasm through the 
entire school,” Abbott Principal Kevin Cano said. “When people our children admire engage with them in meaningful 
ways, it lets them know they are valued and gives them confidence.” 
 
Former LA Lakers standout A.C. Green visited classrooms and joined children in reading and writing letters to Santa 
Claus. Disney child star Joshua Rush also attended, much to the excitement of the children who cheered wildly. 
 
P.S. Arts representative Gabriela Hernandez said the annual event is typically held at LAX Airport but moved to Abbott 
because of airport construction. The move added value for students, who welcomed the visitors to their classrooms. 
 
The event culminated with Santa Claus making a surprise appearance and presenting students with bags filled with 
Lakers and Kings apparel and equipment along with drumsticks and tools to support their pursuit of the arts. 
 
Abbott was accepted into the Turnaround Arts program in summer 2018, providing teacher training, a regional coach to 
facilitate Abbott’s strategic arts plan and coordinated support for public arts events. The program provides up to $10,000 
in annual financial support to help ensure arts education for every Abbott student. 
 
“Our partnership with P.S. Arts and the Turnaround Arts program has allowed our students to explore their creativity in 
ways that strengthen them academically and personally,” Lynwood Unified Superintendent Gudiel R. Crosthwaite said. 
“We are thankful to Delta Airlines, P.S. Arts, the Lakers, Kings and all of the visitors who took the time to create a 
memorable event for our students.” 
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The mission of Lynwood Unified School District, the cultivator of innovative thinkers, is to ensure each student fearlessly achieves 

his or her highest academic and personal aspirations while contributing to the greater society through a unique system distinguished 

by: 

 People of great character who inspire and lead by example  The instilling of courage to be creative  The transformative uses of 

technology 

 Safe and clean environments  The honoring of all voices of our community 

PHOTO CAPTIONS: 
 
121319_LUSD_DELTA1: Abbott Elementary School first-graders were visited by special guests during the Delta Airlines 
Holiday event on Dec. 10.  
 
121319_LUSD_DELTA2: Former Los Angeles Lakers standout A.C. Green visited classrooms and joined children in 
reading during the Delta Airlines Holiday event on Dec. 10.  
 
121319_LUSD_DELTA3: More than 75 Abbott Elementary School first-graders were joined for a fun day of activities by 
Delta Airlines and partners during an annual holiday event on Dec. 10. 
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