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Our Lady Of Guadalupe Celebration Features An Outdoor Bilingual 

Community Play  
 

Rio Hondo Community College performing arts students and the replica image of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe play a major role. 

 
Whittier, Calif. – To honor Our Lady of Guadalupe, Rose Hills Memorial Park will present “Juan 

Diego & the Beautiful Lady,” a free, bilingual outdoor theater performance on Sunday, Dec. 4 at 

1 p.m. The play is performed by students of the Theatre Rehearsal and Performance class from 

Rio Hondo College’s Performing Arts Department, along with students from St. Marianne de 

Paredes Elementary School in Pico Rivera.  

 

The event is free with viewing areas set up at Mission Hills Plaza at Rose Hills, 3888 Workman 

Mill Road, Whittier, CA 90601. The performance will move across several stages within Mission 

Hills and in the surrounding hillside. A replica image bestowed upon Rose Hills by the 

Archbishop of Mexico City, along with a stone from the original Basilica de Guadalupe built 

between 1531 and 1709, will be incorporated into this year’s production.  

 

“We are excited once again to be working with Rose Hills on this special project, giving our 

students a great opportunity to perform in a distinctive environment,” said Gabriel Carrasco, 

main director of the play and staff member at Rio Hondo College. “After last year’s amazing 

experience, this new class quickly embraced the project. It resonates with so many students on 

a personal and cultural level, providing a wonderful learning experience.” 

 

After the play, a traditional procession will begin at Mission Hills Plaza and end at SkyRose 

Chapel, where the event will continue with a special blessing. Food and special Guadalupana 

items will be available for purchase.  

 

“We have been fortunate to receive the replica image and original basilica stone, and it has 

become a tradition to share them with our communities,” said Patrick Monroe, President, Rose 

Hills Memorial Park & Mortuary. “Rose Hills has served the needs of Southern California 

families for more than 100 years by honoring their diverse cultures and religions. We are 

grateful for the continued partnership with Rio Hondo College and St. Marianne, as well as for 

their talented students that bring to life their traditions and culture for all to see.” 

 

For more information on the celebration in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe on Sunday, 

December 4, please visit www.ourladyofguadaluperosehills.com or call 323.887.4837. 

 
 

http://www.ourladyofguadaluperosehills.com/


 
 
 
About Rose Hills Memorial Park & Mortuary 
Located in Whittier, California, with approximately 1,400 acres of property for current use or 

future development, Rose Hills is considered to be the largest single-operated cemetery in the 

world. The Memorial Park receives more than 3 million visitors each year. Rose Hills is only 

minutes away from any point in the Greater Los Angeles or Orange County area, and offers a 

full range of funeral services to meet the memorialization needs of Southern California families.  

 

About Rio Hondo College 

Rio Hondo College, located in Whittier, California, is committed to the success of its diverse 

students and communities by providing dynamic educational opportunities and resources that 

lead to degrees, certificates, transfer, career and technical pathways, basic skills proficiency, 

and lifelong learning. For information on the College or its programs, please call 562-692-0921 

or visit www.riohondo.edu. 
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