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Hosler Middle School Students Assist 
Hurricane Victims through Food Drive  

 
Lynwood – Hosler Middle School special education students, showing compassion and empathy for victims devastated 
by Hurricanes Harvey and Irma, spent the month of September collecting jars of peanut butter to donate to local food 
banks as part of Feeding America’s Hunger Action month. A portion of the donations will go to areas affected by the 
hurricanes.  
 
My Buddy Club, which consists of 22 Hosler seventh-grade students with special needs, partnered with The Cheesecake 
Factory in Cerritos to reach out to the Lynwood community and ultimately raised 875 jars of peanut butter.  
 
“I could not be prouder of the students who have so graciously given their time to help others in need,” Hosler seventh-
grade Special Day Class teacher and food drive coordinator Brenda Miramontes said. “The objective of My Buddy Club is 
to create an atmosphere of awareness, kindness, social responsibility and friendship. This has been an empowering 
experience for our students.” 
 
A special ceremony was held on Sept. 29 to commemorate the food drive and tally the final jars of peanut butter donated. 
Throughout September, Hosler students who made contributions received free snow-cones at lunch. 
 
“I feel very good about giving back to the people in need,” Hosler student Adrian E. Ruiz said. “It makes me feel good to 
be in this club.” 
 
My Buddy Club was created as a way to encourage students with special needs to mix with the general education 
population, and gives them a place to meet and hang out with new friends. It was started by Miramontes, fellow seventh-
grade SDC teacher Connor Salazar, and instructional assistants Amanda Diaz and Isam Peguess.  
 
“As a Lynwood alumni, I wanted to start a club that promotes a spirit of comradeship and inclusion of students with 
disabilities,” Diaz said. “It is my way of giving back and showing our students that they can be part of something bigger 
than themselves.” 
 
The enterprising club has become deeply involved with fundraising for charitable causes. Upcoming projects for the 2017-
18 school year include an anti-bullying campaign, creating a campus recycling program, teacher appreciation and an 
Autism Walk. In 2016, My Buddy Club raised more than $600 in two hours with their first Autism Walk. 
 
“My Buddy Club is more than just a way for students from diverse backgrounds to connect and make new friends, it is a 
gateway for giving and showing solidarity and tolerance for your neighbors as part of a global community,” LUSD Board 
President Alma-Delia Renteria said. “We could not achieve this without the hard work and dedication of the Hosler faculty 
and staff.”  
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The mission of Lynwood Unified School District, the cultivator of innovative thinkers, is to ensure each student fearlessly achieves his or her 

highest academic and personal aspirations while contributing to the greater society through a unique system distinguished by: 

 People of great character who inspire and lead by example  The instilling of courage to be creative  The transformative uses of technology 

 Safe and clean environments  The honoring of all voices of our community 

Lynwood Unified School District encourages its faculty and administrators to work with students and their families to 
promote extra-curricular activities that instill positive character values, and collaboration with community agencies. 
 
“We want every Lynwood student to be not only great achievers but also world citizens who positively impact our society,” 
LUSD Superintendent Gudiel R. Crosthwaite said. “By contributing to the effort to combat hunger, and helping victims of 
natural disasters, our students are learning the value of integrity and virtue, qualities that will serve them well as the 
leaders of tomorrow.” 
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100617_LUSD_FOODDRIVE1: Hosler Middle School organized a food drive that raised 875 jars of peanut butter to be 
donated to victims of Hurricanes Harvey and Irma.   
 
100617_LUSD_FOODDRIVE2: Hosler Middle School partnered with The Cheesecake Factory in Cerritos to reach out to 
the Lynwood community and ultimately raise 875 jars of peanut butter.    
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