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Annual Alumni College Conference Inspires 
Students to Pursue Their Dreams 

 
Lynwood – Over 200 Lynwood Unified students received tips for navigating the college admission process and for 
choosing among majors and career paths during the District’s 19th annual Alumni College Conference on Sept. 22. 
 
Keynote speaker and Lynwood Unified alumnus Rene Lozano shared with students his pride at becoming the first in his 
family to attend college. Lozano earned a bachelor’s degree in sociology and a minor in education from UCLA, as well as 
a master’s degree in multicultural counseling from San Diego State University. He is pursuing a doctorate in educational 
leadership for social justice from Marymount University. 
 
Lozano serves as transfer center coordinator at El Camino College in Torrance, where he helps students transfer from 
community college to four-year universities. 
 
“Lynwood Unified encourages students to pursue post-secondary education, and the Alumni College Conference helps 
make college more accessible for all our students,” Superintendent Gudiel R. Crosthwaite said. “We want to thank the 
volunteers, our alumni and everyone else who made this year’s conference so successful.” 
 
For 19 years, Lynwood Unified School District has partnered with the Lynwood Alumni Association (LAA) to inspire 
students to reach their college and career goals. The annual conference event brings together alumni to mentor to 
students who are pursuing education after high school. 
 
Representatives from more than 20 universities attended this year’s event, including USC, UCLA, Cal State Fullerton, 
Harvard and Pepperdine. Representatives discussed topics such as college life and financial aid options. 
 
College and Career Conference Chair Yvette Torres said about 80 alumni participated this year and that 2018 alumni 
chose to volunteer, as well. This gave students an almost real-time glimpse of their post-graduate transition. 
 
“There was alumni participation behind the scenes this year, too, and even more are interested in organizing, fundraising 
and preparing workshops,” Torres said. “The power of mentorship never goes unnoticed, even if it just for one day – 
students remember that.” 
 
Student attendance rose this year, in particular among AVID and ASB students. 
 
“Our Alumni Conference emphasizes to students the importance of pursuing their dreams,” Board of Education President 
Alfonso Morales said. “We want our students to know that their dreams are achievable whether they attend a four-year 
university, a trade school or pursue another path to success.” 
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The mission of Lynwood Unified School District, the cultivator of innovative thinkers, is to ensure each student 

fearlessly achieves his or her highest academic and personal aspirations while contributing to the greater society through 

a unique system distinguished by: 

 People of great character who inspire and lead by example  The instilling of courage to be creative  The transformative 

uses of technology 

 Safe and clean environments  The honoring of all voices of our community 

PHOTO CAPTIONS: 
 

100318_LUSD_COLLEGECONFERENCE1: Lynwood Unified alumni offered advice on the college admission process, 
choosing a major, and financial aid during the 19th annual Alumni College Conference on Sept. 22. 
 
100318_LUSD_COLLEGECONFERENCE2: Lynwood Unified students participate in a workshop during the Alumni 
College Conference on Sept. 22. 
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