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21st Century Challenge Celebrates 

Baldwin Park Unified Student Innovation 

Students, families crowd PAC for cheer-filled celebration 

BALDWIN PARK – Baldwin Park’s Performing Arts Center erupted in cheers on April 24 when District 
leaders announced Elwin Elementary School’s Electro Pups as winner of the first-ever 21st Century 
Challenge, a contest to devise a Rube Goldberg Machine that can pluck a tissue from a box. 

Students and their families packed the center for a showcase of videos from the contest, which spanned 
12 Baldwin Park Unified elementary schools. The competition replaced the District spelling bee – a shift 
representative of a growing focus on science, technology, engineering, arts and math (STEAM) fields. 

“We modeled our 21st Century Challenge after college-level contests, hoping to inspire our students to 
step beyond any preconceived limits and teach them that all possibilities are within their reach,” 
Superintendent Froilan N. Mendoza said. “And they did just that.” 

In fact, competition was so fierce that the District scrapped plans to award only first- and second-place 
prizes, adding honors for third place and two honorable mentions. 

“They far exceeded my expectation,” said event organizer Susan McNamara, a teacher on special 
assignment who has long helped lead Baldwin Park Unified’s Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) 
program. “They were so good.” 

Vineland Elementary School’s Golden Vikings placed second and Geddes Elementary’s Goldberg Grizzlies 
came in third. Kenmore Elementary’s Kenmore Koality Builders and Santa Fe School’s Rube Rascals 
claimed honorable mentions. 

The schools worked on the competition all year, starting with introductory lesson plans created by 
McNamara. The contest was inspired by the clever contraptions of the longtime newspaper cartoonist 
Rube Goldberg, who was himself a UC Berkeley-educated engineer. 

In fall semester, each school created a team of 10 students from grades four, five and six, with the limit 
that no more than half the students could be part of the GATE program. Students were required to 
apply to take part in the after-school program and had to obtain recommendations from teachers. 
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The machines use recycled materials gathered by the 120 students, who created simple machines – such 
as levers and pulleys – that work together to extract the tissue. Students created two-minute videos 
demonstrating their machines as well as three-minute videos explaining their effort and teamwork. 

At the showcase, Assistant Superintendent of Student Achievement Dr. Randy Gray dressed as Rube 
Goldberg and acted as master of ceremonies. Each team selected students whose skill sets help moved 
its project along to be honored with a Pathway to Purdue certificate. The top three teams received 
school trophies and medals for team members and facilitators. 

PHOTOS: 

BPUSD_21st_1: Members of the Elwin Elementary School Electro Pups stand with their medals and 
trophies after winning Baldwin Park Unified’s first-ever 21st Century Challenge, an engineering and 
design contest that replaced the District’s Spelling Bee. 

BPUSD_21st_2: 21st Century Challenge organizer Susan McNamara announces awards during a 
showcase of videos created by students of their projects; to her right stands Assistant Superintendent of 
Student Achievement Dr. Randy Gray, who dressed as Rube Goldberg to act as master of ceremonies. 

WINNERS 

First Place, Elwin Elementary School Electro Pups: Jose Diaz, Kassandra Saldana, Salma Farias, Luis 
Bracamontes, Hector Castro, Landon Warren, Angel Vargas, Damian Barroso, Sierra Villagran; Goldberg 
facilitators: Kathleen Ashmore, Janie Bailey. 

Second Place, Vineland Elementary School Golden Vikings: Angel Ou, Jose Bustamante, Salma 
Hernandez, Arieth Lopez, Adrian Quintanta, Joshua Lam, Valerie Macias, Harley Wirth, Andrea 
Zambrano, Regina Lopez; Goldberg facilitators: Fernando Saldana, Barbara Sherratt, Jerilyn Lancaster. 

Third Place, Geddes Elementary School Goldberg Grizzlies: Brianna Lugo, Mayra Ortega, Clarissa 
Hernandez, Andrew Delgado, Alejandro Garcia, Jezica Bonafacio, Angela Tapia, Damian Castillo, Jason 
Aldana, Andrew Quintana; Goldberg facilitators: Shawni Jioras, Laura Rosales. 

Honorable Mention, Kenmore Elementary School Kenmore Koality Builders: Nathaniel Calinaya, 
Andrew Rivas, Samuel Alejandre, Jonathan Mondragon, Daniela Cantu, Yaryexi Alonso, Kwame Horne, 
Chelsea Gaviola, Dominik Flores, Yahir Salazar; Goldberg facilitator: Les Casas. 

Honorable Mention, Santa Fe School Rube Rascals: Juan Delgado, Gabriel Garcia, Isabelle Salcido, 
Jessica Del Valle, Aidan Rodriguez, Kaylin Manzanares, Yaretzi Valdovinos, Omar Espinoza, Daerelmar 
Mendoza, Natalie Huynh; Goldberg facilitators: Jennifer Winn, Aaron Falls. 


