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Lynwood High Holds ‘Decision Day’ to
Inspire Higher Education, Career Goals

Lynwood - More than 700 students packed into Lynwood High School's gymnasium on April 26 to watch the
upperclassmen commit to their future endeavors during the school’s second Decision Day, part of former First Lady
Michelle Obama’s College Signing Day initiative to encourage all students to attend college.

Connecting with the hashtag #ReachHigher, 477 Lynwood High seniors signed a Decision Day poster, showing their
intent to pursue their college or university plans, and hoping to motivate all students to strive toward college goals.

“This is important for us, because it creates a more formal departure from high school and gets us excited about what's
next,” said Lynwood High senior Angel Gomez, who will be attending UCLA in the fall on a full-ride scholarship. “I hope
the freshmen watching this are inspired to announce in front of the school where they will be going to college four years
from now.”

Seniors took the stage one at a time to announce the college they will attend and their desired major, then grabbed a pen
and signed their name upon the official Decision Day 2017 poster on stage.

“| am very impressed each year with the number of students committing to their colleges and major of study while they
are still in our high schools,” Lynwood Unified Superintendent Paul Gothold said. “This shows us that Lynwood Unified’s
motto of equity and access for all is working, and our students know they are all capable of pursuing their dreams.”

Obama rolled out the Reach Higher campaign on May 1, 2014, to inspire every student to pursue and complete a
postsecondary degree, whether at a traditional four-year college, two-year community college or through an industry-
recognized training program.

As part of this campaign, Obama encouraged communities across the country to host their own College Signing Day
events in 2016 to show their support for this call to action.

“It is so exciting to see students in Lynwood Unified take that next step toward their future,” Lynwood Unified Board
President Aima-Delia Renteria said. “l am honored to be part of a District that is so dedicated to ensuring all students are
prepared and determined to go to college.”

Lynwood Unified’s Firebaugh High will host its College Signing Day on May 18.

MORE

The Lynwood Unified School Distriet is dedicated to offering students a world-class education to prepare them for success in college and career in
the 21st century. Under its Achieving Greatness Initiative, the district is realigning all aspects of its organization to strengthen and expand instructional
programs, enrichment and extracurricular activities, and support system for students and staff. For mare information, visit www.lynwood. k12.ca.us.

Follow us on @ Twitter @LynwoodSchools, or “like” us on f# Facebook at www.facebook.com/LynwoodUSD
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050317_LUSD_COLLEGE1: Lynwood High School senior Juan Zavala signs the Decision Day 2017 poster, committing
to attending CSU Dominguez Hills in the fall. More than 700 students packed into Lynwood High School's gymnasium on
April 26 to watch the upperclassmen commit to their future endeavors during the school’'s second Decision Day, part of
former First Lady Michelle Obama’s College Signing Day initiative to encourage all students to attend college.

050317_LUSD_COLLEGE2: Lynwood High seniors on April 26 sign their names upon the school’s Decision Day 2017
poster, committing to their future college and career ventures in front of underclassmen. More than 700 students packed
into Lynwood High School's gymnasium on April 26 to watch the upperclassmen commit to their future endeavors during
the school's second Decision Day, part of former First Lady Michelle Obama’s College Signing Day initiative to encourage
all students to attend college.
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The mission of Lynwood Unified School District, the cultivator of innovative thinkers, is to ensure each student fearlessly achieves his or her
highest academic and personal aspirations while contributing to the greater society through a unique system distinguished by:

* People of great character who inspire and lead by example *  The instilling of courage to be creative * The transformative uses of technology
* Safe and clean environments * The honoring of all voices of our community



