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Sky is the Limit for Fontana Unified
Student Drone Pilots after FAA Certification
FONTANA, CA – Eleven Henry J. Kaiser High School students who spent the school year learning the
intricacies of operating unmanned aerial vehicles – commonly known as drones – have received
certification from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to become drone pilots.
The Kaiser students passed the FAA’s Small UAS (Part 107) test and received a Remote Pilot Certificate
to fly their craft. Kaiser is the only high school in Southern California with an introductory drone class
that leads to an FAA certification.
The course is offered as part of the Kaiser Renewable Energy Arts Technology Engineering
Entrepreneurship (KREATE2 ) Academy, which provides students with career technical education in a
variety of STEM pathways.
“The test was difficult but we were well-prepared,” Kaiser High senior Carlos Ramos said. “We came to
school on Saturdays and put in extra time learning all aspects of operating drones, the regulations and
requirements. Our teacher, Mr. Finch, worked really hard to help us pass the exam.”
Kaiser students have learned how to take apart and reassemble drones smaller than the palm of a hand,
how to create a drone frame with a 3D printer, how to attach sensors and replacement motors, and how
to code a drone so that it can perform specific tasks, such as search a construction site for fire hazards.
“The Fontana Police Department talked to us about how they use their drones for search and rescue
operations, trying to locate missing persons in large quarries,” Kaiser High senior Andrew Navarro said.
“We have also attached sensors to drones to measure pollutants in the air. You can also race drones.
That’s a lot of fun for the class.”
There are two components of Kaiser’s drone program, Introduction to Unmanned Aircraft Systems and
Unmanned Aircraft Systems: Design and Production. Kaiser High teacher Jim Finch developed the
courses to provide students who are undecided on a career path with viable options that could lead to
lucrative-paying jobs.
“We want to encourage our students to explore their interests, see what they like and what they don’t
like,” Finch said. “I am so proud of the students. They put in the extra effort required to pass a very
thorough examination, and now they can pursue jobs that require an FAA certification.”
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The Kaiser students who received their Remote Pilot Certificate are:
• Alexander Garibay
• Rodrick Reed
• Steven Cortes
• Andrew Navarro
• Erik Torres
• Gabriel Cancinos

•
•
•
•
•

Tomas Acevedo, Jr.
Carlos Ramos Perez
Angela Alanis
Henry Gallego II
Jorge Cruz
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OUR MISSION: The mission of the Fontana Unified School District is to graduate all students prepared to succeed in a changing
world. Fontana Unified School District celebrates learning through the development of the whole child. Our commitment to
excellence provides quality education, in depth, for all students.

